
NOVEL CATHOLIC CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

Advanced Placement Literature and Composition IV – 12th Grade 

Course Syllabus 

 

Course Description Students will learn to read and comprehend some of the finest poetry, 
drama, novels, short stories, and essays written at various times in 
various cultures with an emphasis on literature on literature written in 
English.  They will learn how to discover meaning in literature by being 
attentive to language, image, character, action, argument, and the 
various techniques and strategies authors use to evoke emotional 
responses from readers.  Students will be expected to justify their 
interpretations by reference to details and patterns found in the reading 
requirements and also to compare their interpretations with those 
proposed by others (teachers, classmates, and published literary 
scholars).  In addition to all other types of writing, the analytical essay is 
a staple of the course.  “In order to write well, students must learn to 
sustain an argument while guiding a reader through well-organized 
evidence drawn from the details of a selection.  Students are strongly 
encouraged to take the AP test in May. 

 

Major Course Requirements TLW read with understanding a range of literature that is rich in quality 
and representative of different literary forms and historical periods. 

TLW read a literary text analytically seeing relationships between form 
and content. 

TLW respond actively and imaginatively to a literary work by describing 
its stylistic features, evaluating the features in light of theme, 
entertaining alternative approaches, or dramatizing circumstances of 
effects of the work. 

TLW draw conclusions about the themes of a work, appraising them and 
speculating independently on related works. 

TLW view writing as a developed discipline that includes collecting 
information, formulating ideas and determining their relationships. 

TLW respond directly and efficiently to questions that require a timed 
essay by organizing quickly and clearly, focusing on major points that 
provide a competent response to the question, and developing each 
major point fully. 

TLW collect data from secondary sources, use it judiciously, and 
document accurately. 



Course Assessment Critical thinking and connection to texts will drive the workload for the 
course.  Journal writings, projects, presentations, compositions, research 
papers, quizzes, formal tests, and classroom chats will be used to 
evaluate student progress and grades.  Homework will be assigned to 
prepare students for our class activities. 

 

Course Materials  The Bedford Introduction to Literature, Eleventh Edition.   

In addition to reading significant novels, we will read a breadth of 
literature from the course text.   

Survival.  T. H. Peek Publication – source book for prior English 
Department requirements (MLA) 

    Writing About Literature.  Prentice Hall. 

    Novels: 

    The Great Gatsby by F. Scott FitzGerald 

    The Stranger by Albert Camus 

    Night by Elie Wiesel 

    The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

    The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch 

    Ethan Frame by Edith Wharton 

    Turn of the Screw by Henry James 

    The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka 

 

     

Instructional Philosophy The course will provide an intellectual challenge and a workload 
consistent with a typical undergraduate university English literature 
course.  It is not just about rigor but also about the maturity required of 
a college student to read and write more advanced texts.  The difficulty 
of the texts is a stimulus for the students to make their own decisions 
about published authors, about themselves as writers, about their 
colleagues as writers, about the responding, acting human being both 
an individual and a member of society.   

To create a strong learning community, we will use a variety of 
engagement strategies including discussions, writing workshops, team 
planning and project design, library sessions, individual conferences, 
presentations, critical review of written communications, limited lecture, 



and significant writing including journals, short and long compositions, 
and research writing. Strategic testing throughout the semester as well as 
required midterm and final examinations will be used.  Our work will 
focus on the critical analysis of literature through an interdisciplinary 
study of history, culture, and art.  We will explore a breadth of genres 
including novels, poetry, children’s literature, song, cartoons, and short 
story.  Our coursework will be driven by theme analysis and synthesis, 
resource evaluation and application, team collaboration, and individual 
academic growth. 

 

Ultimately, highly successful college students challenge the expected, 
question why, institute change, work collaboratively, and find self- 
confidence.   

 

Course Assessment Plan Critical thinking and connection to texts will drive our workload for the 
course.  Journal writings, projects, presentations, compositions, research 
papers, quizzes, formal tests, and classroom chats will be used to 
evaluate student progress and grades.  Homework will be assigned to 
prepare students for class activities.  AP Testing will be used and we will 
establish study teams to prepare for the end-of-year testing. 

  
 
Major Course Projects Along with the daily course demands, students will be expected to 

complete an in-depth, term-long research activity each marking period.   
    First and third marking periods: 

An independent research-driven paper based upon an emerging theme 
from our readings. 

    Second and fourth marking periods: 
A collaborative research-driven project designed and presented by a 
student team. 

 

Classroom While we work together as a team, the coursework is designed to provide 

each individual learner with the resources and support necessary to grow 

academically, personally, spiritually, and professionally.  The instructor 

reserves the right to alter the assignments for the class or for the 

individual in order to foster learning and success. 

Student work will fall into the following categories: 

1. Classwork.  A variety of methods will be used including journal 

writing, chats, formal discussions, student-led discussions, 



vocabulary play, quizzes and tests, student creative writing,   

annotated bibliographies, book reviews, essay writing, etc.  

Assignments will be given a point value.  70% of overall grade 

for marking period. 

To prepare for classwork, students should: 

• Complete daily activities as assigned.   

• Complete readings.  Our coursework will be driven by the 

reading assignments.  Students will be expected to complete 

readings outside of class time; the instructor will provide 

appropriate timeframe for significant (novel) readings.   

• Prepare for tests.  At strategic times throughout the semester, 

testing will be conducted to gauge student learning.  Testing may 

take the form of a pop quiz, a “question” creation, or 

chapter/novel test. 

• AP preparation includes significant work and we will use AP 

prompts for writings, sample AP multiple choice tests, and 

online resources to best prepare for the final examination. 

2. Formal assignments.  An assignment sheet outlining procedure, due 

dates, and evaluation method will be given prior to each formal 

assignment. For each quarter, students will be assigned either a 

research driven writing or a research driven project with 

presentation.   30% of grade for marking period. 

 

A final semester grade is composed of the first quarter grade (40%), 

second quarter grade (40%), and semester examination grade (20%).  

The grading scale used is published in the Nouvel Student Handbook. 

 

Working with the instructor: 

My goal is to create lifelong learners who accept the call by Christ to 

learn, love and lead…courageously.  Room 128 is a safe place for 

students to question, challenge, reflect, and, yes, even occasionally fail.  I 

encourage students to become passionate about our work and to search 



for a higher meaning, a different view, a new belief, an affirmation of 

life, a love of education.  When literature is understood, we cry and laugh 

together. 

To support students, I have the following general policies: 

1. Every student has a voice.  Express it.  Value diversity.  Respect 

each other.  Listen.  Reflect and pray. 

2. Be prepared and on time ready to work. 

3. Absences.  Stay home when you are sick!  But… 

(1) Absence due to illness/unexpected absence.  When possible, the 

student (or the parent) should email the teacher prior to our class.  

If a major assignment is due, email the assignment with your 

note.   

(2) Planned extended absence.  The student should TALK with the 

instructor regarding the absence to plan accordingly.  A week’s 

notice is appreciated. 

4.  Begin building a network of support.  Count on each other.  Build a 

strong community. 

5. I am here to help!  Never hesitate to drop in during office hours, 

email, or schedule a formal meeting. 

Contact Information  Elizabeth Christensen 

    bchristensen@nouvelcatholic.org 

    989-399-4336  
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