
NOUVEL CATHOLIC CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Course Syllabus 
CP English IV: World Literature and Composition 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: World Literature and Composition – 12th grade 

 
This class is designed to acquaint students with authors, 
writings, and cultures around the world in accordance with 
historical time periods. Students will explore and analyze the 
diversity, significance, and relevance of world literature. 
Emphasis is placed on making personal and social connections 
with the historical background and cultural context of the 
authors and reading. In conjunction with the literature, a 
continuation of previously learned writing formats and styles 
will be perfected. Attention will be paid to understanding 
author’s purpose, tone, structure, and techniques. Students will 
learn to model their own writing after patterns found in 
published authors’ works and to find their own topic ideas from 
reading quality writing. Students will refine their grammar and 
sentence fluency skills through careful editing of their own 
work and that of peers. Polishing will be the final step in every 
writing process. 



MAJOR COURSE GOALS: The overall thematic focus will cover leadership qualities. 

Common Core State Standards 

• Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to 
structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to 
begin or end a story, the choice to provide a comedic or 
tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and 
meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. 

 
• Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative 

print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each 
source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate 
information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of 
ideas, avoid plagiarism and over reliance on any one 
source, and follow a standard format for citation. 



• Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
• Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of 

evidence and rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, 
links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and 
tone used. 

 
 

• Acquire and use accurately general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for 
reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 
and career readiness level; demonstrate independence 
in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension of 
expression. 

 
TLW be able to demonstrate an understanding of the historical 
development of World literature from its oral traditions to its 
contemporary forms. 

 
TLW develop critical thinking skills (Bloom’s Taxonomy) in order 
to complete written requirements as well as actively dialog with 
their peers. 

 
TLW demonstrate competence and skill in a variety of writing 
assignments. Additionally, students will experiment with writing 
strategies to solve problems as they write. MLA is a crucial 
component of the course. 

 
TLW use the English language arts to develop insights about 
human experiences and connect all knowledge from all 
curriculum areas to enhance understanding of the world. 
TLW recognize the role of research as a contribution to collective 
knowledge keeping in mind the needs of the prospective 
audience. 

 
TLW reflect on personal understanding of reading, listening, and 
viewing; set personal goals; and take responsibility for personal 
growth. 



COURSE ASSESSMENT 
PLAN: 

Critical thinking and connection to texts will drive the workload for 
the course. Journal writings, projects, presentations, compositions, 
research papers, quizzes, formal tests, and classroom chats will be 
used to evaluate student progress and grades. Homework will be 
assigned to prepare students for our class activities. 

SUPPLIES AND 
MATERIALS NEEDED: 

World Masterpieces, Prentice Hall 1991 

Anticipated Readings from the Text 

Alexander Solzhenitsyn. One Great Heart from Nobel Lecture. 

Henrik Ibsen. A Doll House 

Franz Kafka. The Metamorphosis. 

Readings from The Epic of Gilgamesh 

Homer. from The Iliad. 

 
Survival, T.H. Peek Publisher – Students continue to use all prior 
English department writing requirements 
(MLA) 

 
• The Investigative Essay 

S.F. Writer, Addison-Wesley Educational Publishers Inc. 

Novels: 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
 
Shoeless Joe by W.P. Kisella 

 
Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 
Night by Elie Wiesel 

 
The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch 

 
 
Materials: 

 
Binder with 3 tabs exclusively for this class. 

A pocket folder. 

Flash drive, pens, highlighters, loose leaf paper 
 
Library card helpful! 



 
INSTRUCTIONAL PHILOSOPHY: To create a strong learning community, we will use a variety 

of engagement strategies including discussions, writing 
workshops, team planning and project design, library sessions, 
individual conferences, presentations, critical review of 
written communications, limited lecture, and significant 
writing including journals, short and long compositions, and 
research writing. Strategic testing throughout the semester as 
well as required midterm and final examinations will be used. 
Our work will focus on the critical analysis of World 
Literature through an interdisciplinary study of history, 
culture, and art. We will explore a breadth of genres including 
novels, poetry, children’s literature, song, cartoons, and short 
story. Our coursework will be driven by theme analysis and 
synthesis, resource evaluation and application, team 
collaboration, and individual academic growth. 

MAJOR COURSE 
PROJECTS AND 
INSTRUCTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES: 

Each quarter, students will engage in a term-long activity. 
First and third marking periods: 
An independent research-driven paper reflective of an 
emerging theme from the readings. 
Second and fourth marking periods: 
A collaborative research-driven project designed and presented 
by a student team. 



Coursework and Grading Policy While we work together as a team, the coursework is designed 

to provide each individual learner with the resources and 

support necessary to grow academically, personally, spiritually, 

and professionally. The instructor reserves the right to alter the 

assignments for the class or for the individual in order to foster 

learning and success. 

Student work will fall into the following categories: 
 

1. Classwork. A variety of methods will be used 

including journal writing, chats, formal discussions, 

student-led discussions, vocabulary play, quizzes and 

tests, student creative writing, annotated 

bibliographies, book reviews, essay writing, etc. 

Assignments will be given a point value. 70% of 

overall grade for marking period. 

To prepare for classwork, students should: 

• Complete daily activities as assigned. 

• Complete readings. Our coursework will be driven 

by the reading assignments. Students will be 

expected to complete readings outside of class 

time; the instructor will provide appropriate 

timeframe for significant (novel) readings. 

• Write! We will use process writing for our major 

compositions, but students are encouraged to think 

and rethink ideas by capturing thoughts in writing. 

• Prepare for tests. At strategic times throughout the 

semester, testing will be conducted to gauge 

student learning. Testing may take the form of a 

pop quiz, a “question” creation, or chapter/novel 

test. 

2. Formal assignments. An assignment sheet outlining 

procedure, due dates, and evaluation method will be 

given prior to each formal assignment. For each 



 quarter, students will be assigned either a research 

driven writing or a research driven project with 

presentation. 30% of grade. 

 
 

A final semester grade is composed of the first quarter 

grade (40%), second quarter grade (40%), and semester 

examination grade (20%). The grading scale used is 

published in the Nouvel Student Handbook. 

 
 
 
Working with the instructor: 

 
My goal is to create lifelong learners who accept the call by 

Christ to learn, love and lead…courageously. Room A128 is a 

safe place for students to question, challenge, reflect, and, yes, 

even occasionally fail. I encourage students to become 

passionate about our work and to search for a higher meaning, 

a different view, a new belief, an affirmation of life, a love of 

education. When literature is understood, we cry and laugh 

together. 

To support students, I have the following general policies: 
 

1. Every student has a voice. Express it. Value diversity. 

Respect each other. Listen. Reflect and pray. 

2. Be prepared and on time ready to work. 

3. Absences. Stay home when you are sick! But… 

(1)  Absence due to illness/unexpected absence. When 

possible, the student (or the parent) should email 

the teacher prior to our class.  If a major 

assignment is due, email the assignment with your 

note. 



 (2) Planned extended absence. The student should 

TALK with the instructor regarding the absence to 

plan accordingly. A week’s notice is appreciated. 

4. Begin building a network of support. Count on each 

other. Build a strong community. 

5. I am here to help! Never hesitate to drop in during 

office hours, email, or schedule a formal meeting. 

Contact Information Betsy Christensen 
989-399-4436 
bchristensen@nouvelcatholic.org 
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