
NOUVEL CATHOLIC CENTRAL HIGH CHOOL 

CP British Literature and Composition III 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  CP British Literature and Composition III – 11th grade  

The focus of this course will be to expose students to the rich 

literary traditions exemplified by British authors throughout 

history. The sequence of the selected reading will be, for the 

most part, chronological, beginning with works of the Anglo 

Saxon period and concluding with those of the Modern Era. 

Throughout the survey, students will be able to effectively 

evaluate the cultural evolution of our British heritage. 

Moreover, students will read a vast array of genres and 

participate in a variety of class discussions, group activities 

written responses and oral presentations. Students will be 

challenged to develop critical thinking skills along with 

developing solid writing style. They will write fluently for 

multiple purposes to produce compositions (analytical and 

persuasive essays, research reports, creative writing, etc.). 

Students must actively participate in all aspects of the class in 

order to be successful.  



MAJOR COURSE GOALS:  The overall thematic focus will cover transformational 

thinking.  

Common Core State Standards  

• Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support 

analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text, including determining 

where the text leaves matters uncertain.  

• Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of 

substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 

relevant and sufficient evidence.  

• Initiate and participate effectively in a range of 

collaborative discussions with diverse partners, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 

clearly and persuasively.  

• Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; 

synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on 

all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 

possible; and determine what additional information or 

research is required to deepen the investigation or 

complete the task.    

• Apply knowledge of language to understand how 

language functions in different contexts, to make 

effective choices for meaning or style, and to 

comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

 



 TLW be able to demonstrate an understanding of the historical 

development of British literature from its oral traditions to its 

contemporary forms.   

TLW develop critical thinking skills (Bloom’s Taxonomy) in 

order to complete written requirements as well as actively 

dialog with their peers.   

TLW demonstrate competence and skill in a variety of writing 

assignments. Additionally students will experiment with 

writing strategies to solve problems as they write.  MLA is a 

crucial component of the course.  

TLW recognize and define relevant literary terms and apply 

them in their reading as well as their writing.  

TLW journal and annotate as a means of reflection in order to 

understand the value of connecting.  

TLW learn to appreciate and respect the timeless value of our 

heritage.  

COURSE ASSESSMENT 

PLAN:  
Critical thinking and connection to texts will drive the 

workload for the course.  Journal writings, projects, 

presentations, compositions, research papers, quizzes, formal 

tests, and classroom chats will be used to evaluate student 

progress and grades.  Homework will be assigned to prepare 

students for our class activities. 

 



SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS 

NEEDED:  
The British Tradition, Prentice Hall, 1999  

Anticipated Readings: 

Beowulf 

The Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer 

The Tragedy of Macbeth by William Shakespeare 

Arthurian Legends 

Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift 

Introduction to Frankenstein by Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley. 

 

Survival,  T.H. Peek Publisher – Students continue to use all 

prior English department writing  requirements (MLA)  

 

Novels 

Grendel  by John Gardner, 

1984, by George Orwell 

Lord of the Flies by William Golding 

  

 

Materials: 

 

Binder with 3 tabs exclusively for this class 

A pocket folder 
Flash drive, pens, highlighters, loose leaf paper 
Library card helpful! 
 

 



INSTRUCTIONAL 

PHILOSOPHY:  
To create a strong learning community, we will use a variety of 

engagement strategies including discussions, writing 

workshops, team planning and project design, library sessions, 

individual conferences, presentations, critical review of written 

communications, limited lecture, and significant writing 

including journals, short and long compositions, and research 

writing. Strategic testing throughout the semester as well as 

required midterm and final examinations will be used.  Our 

work will focus on the critical analysis of British Literature 

through an interdisciplinary study of history, culture, and art.  

We will explore a breadth of genres including novels, poetry, 

children’s literature, song, cartoons, and short story.  Our 

coursework will be driven by theme analysis and synthesis, 

resource evaluation and application, team collaboration, and 

individual academic growth. 

 

 

MAJOR COURSE PROJECTS  
AND INSTRUCTIONAL 

ACTIVITIES:  

Each quarter, students will engage in a term-long activity.   

First and third marking periods:   

An independent research-driven paper based upon an emerging 

theme from the readings. 

Second and fourth marking periods: 

A collaborative research-driven project designed and presented 

by a student team. 

  

CLASSROOM  While we work together as a team, the coursework is designed 

to provide each individual learner with the resources and 

support necessary to grow academically, personally, spiritually, 

and professionally.  The instructor reserves the right to alter the 

assignments for the class or for the individual in order to foster 

learning and success. 

Student work will fall into the following categories: 

1. Classwork.  A variety of methods will be used 

including journal writing, chats, formal discussions, 

student-led discussions, vocabulary play, quizzes and 

tests, student creative writing,   annotated 

bibliographies, book reviews, essay writing, etc.  

Assignments will be given a point value.  70% of 

overall grade. 

To prepare for classwork, students should: 



 Complete daily activities as assigned.   

 Complete readings.  Our coursework will be driven 

by the reading assignments.  Students will be 

expected to complete readings outside of class 

time; the instructor will provide appropriate 

timeframe for significant (novel) readings.   

 Write!  We will use process writing for our major 

compositions, but students are encouraged to think 

and rethink ideas by capturing thoughts in writing.   

 Prepare for tests.  At strategic times throughout the 

semester, testing will be conducted to gauge 

student learning.  Testing may take the form of a 

pop quiz, a “question” creation, or chapter/novel 

test. 

2. Formal assignments.  An assignment sheet outlining 

procedure, due dates, and evaluation method will be 

given prior to each formal assignment. For each 

quarter, students will be assigned either a research 

driven writing or a research driven project with 

presentation.   30% of grade. 

 

A final semester grade is composed of the first quarter 

grade (40%), second quarter grade (40%), and semester 

examination grade (20%).  The grading scale used is 

published in the Nouvel Student Handbook. 

 

Working with the instructor: 

My goal is to create lifelong learners who accept the call by 

Christ to learn, love and lead…courageously.  Room A128 is a 

safe place for students to question, challenge, reflect, and, yes, 

even occasionally fail.  I encourage students to become 



passionate about our work and to search for a higher meaning, 

a different view, a new belief, an affirmation of life, a love of 

education.  When literature is understood, we cry and laugh 

together. 

To support students, I have the following general policies: 

1. Every student has a voice.  Express it.  Value diversity.  

Respect each other.  Listen.  Reflect and pray. 

2. Be prepared and on time ready to work. 

3. Absences.  Stay home when you are sick!  But… 

(1)  Absence due to illness/unexpected absence.  When 

possible, the student (or the parent) should email 

the teacher prior to our class (when possible).  If a 

major assignment is due, email the assignment 

with your note.   

(2) Planned extended absence.  The student should 

TALK with the instructor regarding the absence to 

plan accordingly.  A week’s notice is appreciated. 

4. Begin building a network of support.  Count on each 

other.  Build a strong community. 

5. I am here to help!  Never hesitate to drop in during 

office hours, email, or schedule a formal meeting. 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION:    

Instructor Betsy Christensen  

Email Address bchristensen@nouvelcatholic.org 

Phone Number 

  

989-791-4336  



  


